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Print on Demand *****.Archaeology findings show that Sierra
Leone has been inhabited for thousands of years. Traditional
historiography has customarily presented it as peopled by
successive waves of invaders; but the language pattern suggests
that the coastal Bulom (Sherbro), Temne, and Limba have been
in continuous settled occupation for a long time, with sporadic
immigration from inland Mende-speaking people, including Vai,
Loko, and Mende. Populations were historically organized in
small political units of independent kingdoms or chiefdoms, the
powers of whose rulers were checked by councils. Secret
societies, notably the Poro society, also exercised political power
and instructed initiates in the customs of the culture. Muslim
traders brought Islam, and European contact began with
Portuguese sailors Alvaro Fernandez in 1447 and Pedro Da
Cintra in 1462. Located near present day Freetown, the Rokel
estuary was established as an important source of fresh water
for sea traders and explorers who traded goods such as swords
and kitchen and other household utensils in exchange for
beeswax and fine ivory works. By the mid-1550s, slaves replaced
these items as the major commodity. British traders...
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