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are in complete harmony. Under them we find the procedure
to be that the evidence is taken down, not, word for word, but
in narrative form by the justice, then read over to the witness
and any necessary corrections made and then signed by the
witness. Then after all the witnesses have signed their
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depositions the justice asks the accused if he wishes to have
them read again and if he does not dispense with the reading
they are read again. But sec. 683 contains more and it is the
additional part which causes the confusion. It provides that the
evidence of the witnesses may be taken inshorthand and that
where it is so taken it shall not be necessary that it be read over
or signed by the witnesses. Now it is quite clear that this
reading being dispensed with, any...
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