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Carolina. Excerpt: . . . A question arises, then, as to how well the new limit was conveyed to the public. We have
no objective way to measure that, but it is possible to address respondents perceptions of how well the law was
publicized. Figure 5 shows the distribution of responses to the question, How much publicity have you seen or
heard about the new blood alcohol limit ( BAC ) since it took effect Would you say this new limit has been
publicized . . . ( This question was asked only of those 512 respondents who thought the law had changed. )
Despite a substantial lack of knowledge about the new limit, respondents in general appear to believe that the
new law was well-publicized. Two-thirds ( 68 ) thought the law was publicized either very well ( 26 ) or pretty
well ( 42 ). Perceived publicity of the lower limit was clearly related to age, with How well has the new BAC limit
been publicized ( N 512 ) Figure 5 older respondents believing the publicity had been more extensive. Education
was weakly related to perceived publicity. Less educated respondents were somewhat more likely to believe the
change in the law had been well-publicized. Drinking status, race, and sex were unrelated to perceptions about
publicity of the law. Those respondents who correctly identified the new BAC limit were somewhat more likely to
believe the law had been well-publicized. This association undoubtedly would have been stronger if the question
had been asked of all respondents,...
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