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COMMISSION ON THE NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES:
TRANSFORMING THE NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES INTO A
21ST-CENTURY OPERATIONAL FORCE

Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This report is the rst step in a comprehensive reevaluation of the reserve
components of the U.S. military in which the legislature and general public soon should join. In reviewing the
past several decades of heavy use of the reserve components, most notably as an integral part of recent
operations in Iraq, in Afghanistan, and in the homeland, the Commission has found indisputable and
overwhelming evidence of the need for change. Policymakers and the military must break with outdated
policies and processes and implement fundamental, thorough reforms. Many of today s profound challenges to
the National Guard and Reserves will persist, notwithstanding force reductions in Iraq and Afghanistan. The
need for major reforms is urgent regardless of the outcome of current con icts or the political turmoil
surrounding them. The Commission believes the nation must look past the immediate and compelling
challenges raised by these con icts and focus on the long-term future of the National Guard and Reserves and
on the United States enduring national security interests. In our nal report, the Commission rst assesses the
necessity, feasibility, and sustainability of the so-called operational reserve, which is signi cantly diDerent from
the strategic reserve of the Cold War. We assess the unplanned evolution to an operational reserve. We then
evaluate the factors that should in uence the decision whether to create a truly operational reserve force,
including the threats to our nation in the current and emerging security environment; the military capabilities,
both operational and strategic, necessary to keep America secure in this environment; the urgent scal
challenges caused by the spiraling costs of mandatory entitlement programs and ever-increasing cost of
military personnel; and the cost and...
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