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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Doctrine of
Baptism: Mechanical or Spiritual Baptismal regeneration is not
the question of the hour; it is rather around the other
sacrament that, for the time being, discussion is most active.
Yet, since Holy Baptism is the initiatory rite of our faith, the
doctrine of Baptism must needs have to do with what is
fundamental in the Christian system, what over our theory of
that system may be. Fifty years ago, in the early days of the
Oxford movement, baptismal regeneration was a burning
question ; and it was duly threshed out in our ecclesiastical law
courts, with results distinctly unfavourable to the Tractarian
interpretation of our formularies. As, however, in this instance,
the party of innovation was the aggressor, the adverse decision
did not shake the position of its members in our Church; it only
rendered it possible for those that took a different view of the
Church s teaching still to find a place within her pale. The
partial defeat carried with it the presage of a larger success;
for it gave prominence...
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