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fees, the fee rate is set in statute. This includes ( 1) premium fees for employment based applications; and ( 2 )
fees on certain employers sponsoring an individual for H-1B nonimmigrant worker status. Premium fee
collections are deposited into the Immigration Examinations Fee Account, along with other fees set by
regulation pursuant to 31 U. S. C. 1356 ( m ). The collection of fees imposed upon employers sponsoring aliens
for H-1B status are deposited into the H-1B Nonimmigrant Petitioner Account. Persons seeking immigration or
naturalization benefits mail their applications and associated fees ( when applicable ) to one of four service
centers or one of two lockbox facilities, depending on the form type and geographic location of the applicant.
Contract employees at the service centers and designated financial agent employees at the lockbox facilities are
responsible for the initial processing of applications: mail operations, data collection, fee collection, and file
operations. This report collectively refers to these processing activities as pre-processing, or pre-adjudicative,
services. Because the National Benefits Center receives applications from the lockboxes after any fee
instruments have been detached and deposited, it does not collect fees. After pre-processing, USCIS employees
adjudicate the applications ( i. e. , make determinations about whether to approve or deny the benefits for
which the applicant has applied ). USCIS also utilizes lockbox services provided by a designated financial
agency of the United States in accordance with an Economy Act interagency agreement between USCIS and the
Department of Treasurys Financial Management Service ( FMS ). This agreement incorporates a memorandum
of understanding between USCIS, FMS, and the designated financial...
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