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GRIN Verlag Okt 2015, 2015. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 210x148x1 mm. This item is printed on demand
- Print on Demand Titel. Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2012 in the subject English Language and
Literature Studies - Literature, Martin Luther University (Institut für Anglistik und Amerikanistik), course: William
Butler Yeats, language: English, abstract: William Butler Yeats did not just believe in the apocalypse, he was
known for his prophetic insights and imaginative visions of the breakdown of civilization. As the Mesoamerican
Long Count Calendar ends on December, 21 in 2012, many people suggest this date marks the end of the world
or of human civilization. It is of a certain interest that already in the early twentieth century Yeats was
concerned with this kind of apocalyptic worldview. 'The Second Coming' therefore is one of the poems that also
represents his understanding of the apocalypse, which is not comparable to those who believe in the prophecy
of the Mayan calendar. 'For him, the apocalypse is always connected with genuine spiritual revelation [and]
with vision,' as it is the literal translation of the Greek word (Howes, Kelly 2006: 52). With this iconic, prophetic
poem, he is not only regarded a public hero but also deviates from established popular beliefs, wherefore he is
also named the first iconoclastic Modernist in English writing. The stunning, violent imagery and terrifying
ritualistic language makes 'The Second Coming' an archetypal poem about the return of history with violence.
Likewise, as it was composed in 1919 and published in 1920, it represents Yeats' immediate reaction to the
political instable situation of Ireland, England and Europe aLer Civil War, Russian Revolution and WWI. In
consequence to that, 'The Second Coming' is one the most obscure works of Yeats, hence quite diMicult to
understand in the first place....
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