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Helion & Company. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Shadow Factories: Britain's Production
Facilities During World War II, David Rogers, Wartime is costly. Whilst the human cost is a burden which remains
part of our every waking thoughts for many years aBer the end of the conflict, the physical cost, at least in
some cases, is easier to deal with. Some, if not most of the physical cost of war, is spent in the constant supply
of materials including armaments and machines to the troops - wherever they happen to be fighting. Of course
the Services have always needed supplies of uniforms, equipment and machines. However, the rate of
expansion of the Services and the rate of consumption of armaments increases dramatically in wartime. Pre-
war traditional manufacturers simply could not cope with the sudden increase in orders. The only solution was
to fabricate what was needed, in the Second World War at least, in additional factories. Shadow Factories was
the term used to describe the use of third party factories and equipment used to manufacture components or
complete units which were then passed on to the Services. These units could be anything from tanks, parts of
aircraB to small pumps or rifles. The list was almost endless.Clearly it would be impossible to walk into the
nearest engineering shop and expect them to manufacture heavy components. The railway yards were used to
dealing with heavy blocks of metals and so they were approached to help with heavier vehicles such as tanks.
Similarly the motor manufacturers were asked to help out with producing trucks and jeeps, for example. Of
course this need necessitated formal contracts, and as far as possible discretion so that the German bombers
could not locate and destroy vital sources of supplies. In some cases, such was the level...
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