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to negotiate. The story soon moves to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, where Roberto is a college student. The story
takes twists with the romances he has, one of which is with Euridice, a beautiful and bright Venezuelan woman.
They study and live together, until graduation, when she returns to Venezuela with her parents, who discourage
any further association with Roberto, as he is too dark, notwithstanding his achievements and ambition.
Roberto throws himself into his studies, continuing through to his PhD in mathematics. Another short-lived
relationship, with Isabel, ends with her death. Back in Philadelphia for a visit, he once again meets Yolanda,
with whom he has had an on-again, off-again relationship. They rekindle the romance. But back in Baton
Rouge, he falls for another woman. Then, on assignment in Kazakhstan, he meets a Turkish professor and is
smitten by her in every way. They make arrangements to meet in Istanbul. In Kazakhstan, he meets several
other women who bring to light the ambivalence he harbors: He cannot...
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