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beside the King of all Ireland, there were provincial Kings - and sub-provincial, - the succession of whom,
severally, was the sport of the same legal provision for assassination, among the half dozen, or perhaps, twenty
joint heirs in expectancy, - and for carnage among the population at large, that of course was split into parties,
each of which followed its idol leader with the fury of partisan ignorance, and the thirst for blood and
confiscation that is proper to civil war. Beyond all this, the self same law applied to private life, and granted but
a life interest to the occupant of a family property; so that the demise of each possessor of land was the signal
for renewed family distraction. This homogeneous confusion, which made nothing sure but perpetual
insecurity from robbery and massacre, in an endless intricacy of quarrel - was entitled the Brehon Law. It was a
thoroughly Irish affair; for it combined continuity with outrageous dis-connection. It was as abhorrent from
any possible application to human purposes as - in reference to a modern draw-well with its appurtenant tackle
and bucket - one of those natural, fathomless, perforations, in mockery of a well, could be, - into which a stone,
dropped by a rustic philosopher, leaps from one ragged projection to an answering ledge opposite, from which
to rebound in repetition of clatter, that is attested by the ear, long after what creates the turmoil has
disappeared from the eye; -...
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