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illustrated. 1899 Excerpt: . . . XXXI A STRANGER TO LUCK HEN | got off the train at Darbyville, which, as all will
remember, is the junction of the L. M. and N. and 0. P. and Q. railroads, and found that, owing to an accident, it
would be an hour before the train came in on the latter road, | was vexed. Although ordinarily my own
thoughts are agreeable companions, yet events of the past week, in which my good judgment had not borne a
conspicuous part, made it likely that for the nonce these thoughts of mine would be more or less unpleasant,
and so | cast about for some human nature to study. At one end of the platform three or four farmers were
seated upon trunks. They were alert-looking men, and, like me, were waiting for the train. As | neared them, one
of their number, a tall, lanky, sharpboned, knife-featured fellow, imperturbably good-natured-looking, and with
an expression of more than ordinary intelligence in his eyes, left them and sauntered off down the road with
long, irregular strides. It was one of those calm, clear, dry days when sounds carry well, and although I did not
join them, yet | heard every word of the conversation. Indeed, as their glances from time to time showed, they
were not averse to having an auditor. It s curus, said one of them, a ruddy-faced man with a white beard, how
unlucky a man cn be an yit manage to...
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